Allen Parish Libraries
2025 February 27 Board Meeting Minutes
Call to Order and Roll Call
Linda Thompson called the regular meeting of the Allen Parish Libraries Board of Control to order at 10:01 a.m. on Thursday, February 27, 2025. She welcomed those in attendance. Board members present were Linda Thompson, Fran Pestello-Jordan, Martha Rider, and Agnes Guillory, Director. 
A quorum was established.
Members Not Present:
· Emily Earl, Board Member (not yet introduced to the Board)
· Tony Hebert, Ex-Officio Member
· Sherry Germany, Vice President
Guests from the Public:
· None
New Business
The 2025 Board election slate was presented as follows:
· Linda Thompson – President
· Sherry Germany – Vice President
· Fran Pestello-Jordan – Treasurer
· Martha Rider – Assistant Treasurer
· Emily Earl – Member
Fran Pestello-Jordan made a motion to reinstate each board member to the same position held in 2024. Martha Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Approval of Board Minutes
Fran Pestello-Jordan made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 18, 2024 Board meeting. Martha Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, with a change noted in the President’s Report.
Banking Information
The Board was informed that the Allen Parish Libraries’ financial accounts are in good standing. Members received and reviewed copies of the trial balance and profit and loss statements to compare actual expenditures against the budget.
Director’s Report
Agnes Guillory, Director, provided updates on the following:
· Kinder Branch: Ongoing internet and telephone issues continue. Maintenance Supervisor Mike is working with Conterra to identify and resolve the problem.
· Oberlin Branch: Plans are underway to add a pavilion to the front parking area. Gas lines have been relocated by the gas company, and parking lot completion is expected soon.
· Oakdale Branch: Plans are in progress to add a pavilion on the west side of the building.
· System-Wide Projects: All library branches will receive technical upgrades, including new or replacement cameras, switches, and computers, along with resolution of unforeseen technical issues. A/C units will be replaced as needed, and gas service will be restored to the Oberlin Branch.
Fran Pestello-Jordan made a motion to proceed with all listed projects and to ensure all pavilions are commercial grade. Martha Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Board Member Reports
Fran Pestello-Jordan and Martha Rider congratulated the Director and her staff on the successful library programs offered throughout the year.
President’s Report
Linda Thompson reported the following:
· Due to the Kinder community voting against and canceling the library tax previously supported, the Board agreed not to assist Kinder with upkeep of the library building.
· Efforts to recruit a Board member from the Oakdale area have been unsuccessful due to meeting time constraints and lack of familiarity with library operations. The search will continue.
· She invited Board members to share any suggestions or ideas for library services in their communities.
The next Board meeting is scheduled for April 24, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. in the Oakdale Branch meeting room.
Adjournment
Fran Pestello-Jordan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Martha Rider seconded the motion. The motion passed.

The meeting adjourned at 11:05 AM
Respectfully submitted by: _______________________________________
                                                                            Agnes Guillory
                                                                             
Approved by: ___________________________________________________ Linda Thompson, President


