Allen Parish Libraries									
2025 August 21 Board Meeting Minutes
Call to Order
The regular meeting of the Allen Parish Libraries Board of Control was called to order by Linda Thompson, President, at 10:10 a.m. on Thursday, August 21, 2024.
Roll Call and Quorum
Members present:
· Linda Thompson, Chair
· Fran Pestello-Jordan, Board Member
· Martha Rider, Board Member
· Sherry Germany, Board Member
· Agnes Guillory, Library Director
Members absent:
· Tony Hebert, Ex-Officio Member
A quorum was present.
Guests
· Eric Grueber, Stephen DeRouen & Associates, LLC, CPA Firm
Agenda
There were no changes to the agenda.
New Business
Audit Report – Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2024
Eric Grueber, representing Stephen DeRouen & Associates, LLC, presented the completed audit of the Allen Parish Libraries’ financial statements for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2024. He reported that the audit was completed and that the library system is in sound financial condition.
Board members were provided an opportunity to ask questions regarding the audit.
A motion was made by Fran Pestello-Jordan to accept the 2024 audit report; Seconded by Sherry Germany.
Motion carried unanimously.


Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Fran Pestello-Jordan to approve the minutes of the June 26, 2025 Board of Control meeting as presented.
Seconded by Sherry Germany.
Motion carried unanimously.
Financial Report
Through the Director, Deanna Jackson, Business Manager, reported that all Allen Parish Libraries financial accounts remain in good standing.
The Board received and reviewed copies of the trial balance and profit and loss statement, including an actual-to-budget comparison.
Director’s Report
Branch Updates
· Kinder Branch: No updates reported.
· Oberlin Branch: Pavilion structure completed; planned additions include electricity, lighting, fans, and concrete.
· Oakdale Branch: Pavilion structure completed; planned additions include electricity, lighting, fans, and concrete.
Storage Building – Oberlin Branch
The Director requested Board approval for the addition of a storage building at the Oberlin Branch based on a proposal submitted by Willsteel Construction of Mamou, Louisiana. The original proposal specified a non-climate-controlled unit.
A motion was made by Fran Pestello-Jordan to accept the bid from Willsteel Construction with the revision that the storage building be climate-controlled; Seconded by Sherry Germany.
Motion carried unanimously.
Personnel
The Director reported that two employees were separated from employment on August 12, 2025, due to personnel matters.
Upcoming Events
· October 8, 2025: Annual Community Health and Educational Expo
· October 31, 2025: Annual Fall Fest
Board Discussion
Board members expressed concerns regarding the condition of the Kinder Branch facility.
The President shared information regarding the ownership history of the Oberlin and Oakdale Branch buildings and requested that Board members review the materials provided.
Next Meeting
The next regular meeting of the Board of Control will be held at the Oberlin Branch on October 23, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Fran Pestello-Jordan and seconded by Sherry Germany.
Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:01 P.M.
Respectfully submitted by:__________________________________________
                                                                         Agnes Guillory, Secretary

Approved by:_____________________________________________________
                                                                    Linda Thompson, President









 

